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communicate and provide positive 
change through written expression. 

I WRITE FOR US! I 
Teens in Print is Boston's only citywide newspaper 
written by and for high school students. Launched 
by Write Boston and the Boston Globe in 2004, and 

published quarterly, TiP is a powerful platform for 
student journalists, essayists, poets and artists. 

Next issue: January 2020 

Want to join our staff for the school year? Check out the back 
page of the paper to find out how you can connect with us! 

Teens in Print also accepts submissions of original news 
articles, opinion pieces, essays and poems. 

To submit, please fill out the form at 
http://bit.ly/tipsubmissions. 

Teens in Print reserves the right to 
edit pieces for length and content. 

Questions? Contact our program director 
Carla Gualdr6n at carlagualdron@writeboston.org. 

We look forward to reading your work! 
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JUSTICE 

AN AMERICAN CRISIS

AT THE BORDER 
Times have changed. Everything in 

this country has generally changed, and 
not everything in a good way. My mom 
is from Guadalajara, Mexico. She came 
to this country in 2001 at 20-years-
old, knowing she could do better and 
have more opportunities here than 
in Mexico. Though there were many 
obstacles, she turned out to be a hard 
worker and a great mother. She went 
to college for two years, and then took 
online business courses from when I 
was seven until I was 11-years-old. I 
couldn't sleep by myself at that age, 
so I waited at the stairs for her until 
she was done with her lessons or 
homework every night. I would even 
sleep on the stairs just waiting, and I'd 
always ask her, "Marni, why are you 
doing this? It's late, don't you have 
work tomorrow morning?" She would 
respond with, "I have to do this, I'm 
coming." 

She never limited herself to stay 
in the same place; she knew she had 
to be uncomfortable so she could 
expand. What if she was one of those 
people trying to come to the United 
States today? Living in an unstable 
environment by herself. Being treated 
less than what she is. It's cruel. It's not 
fair at all. Immigration regulations have 
become stricter to the point that they 
dim the light for those who want to 
have a future in the United States. 

This issue is important; it's what 
people in America should be worried 
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By: Kamila Civilus // Staff Writer

about since it's happening at our 
border. The inhumane treatment is 
unfair. Just because people come from 
their country with nothing but what 
they can carry and speak no English, 
you have a right to treat them as if 
they're lower than you? No, that's not 
how it should be. They journeyed days 
to come and get new opportunities. 
Many of my family members have 
been in that position as the immigrants 
who want to come to U.S. to make 
something of themselves, and do 
things they couldn't where they were 
raised. 

In immigration detention camps, 
detainees aren't showering as much as 
they should be and the men, women 
and children aren't together. The fact 
that some border patrol officers are 
content and show no empathy while 
seeing them in that state isn't even the 
worst part. 

According to the Washington Post, 
when Vice President Mike Pence 
visited a migrant detention center in 
McAllen, Texas he saw, Nearly 400 
men crammed behind caged fences 
with not enough room for them all 
to lie down on the concrete ground. 
There were no mats or pillows for 
those who found the space to rest. 

To stop undocumented migrants 
from arriving, President Donald 
Trump has increased border security. 
According to the New York Times, 
border authorities detained nearly 

twice as many migrants-268,044 -
in the first five months of the fiscal 
year that started in October than 
the previous year. What's driving 
this recent high rate of migration 
are economic troubles in Central 
American countries like El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras. 

Recently, Reps. Ayanna Pressley 
(D-Mass.), Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
(D-N.Y) Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) and 
Ihan Omar (D-Minn.) - known as 
"The Squad" - were part of a group 
of Democrats who visited detention 
centers along the southern border 
earlier this month. The women spoke 
out against of what was seen at the 
"camps" and what was said to them 
at the congressional hearing held July 
12 in Washington, D.C. Tlaib stated 
that the cruelty exhibited at these 
detention centers was a result of 
Trump's message that immigrants are 
not welcome in the U.S., according to 
Newsweek. 

We need more people like those 
making up "The Squad" who aired 
out the sad truths. There need to be 
positive changes so the United States 
can be better itself How can you be 
unbothered by an issue that is very 
much impacting those people who are 
suffering? This country has welcomed 
people from all over the world, it's a 
country full of diversity. It needs to be 
and do better for its citizens. 


























































































