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SENIOR 
REGRETS 

Senior year is a time to dream 
about the future but also to look back 
at what might have been. 

Li Mei. a senior at the O'Bryant. says 
she regrets taking a job in the 10th 
grade. 

"It took a lot of time away from my 
school work," she says. 

Vivian Yu. from the O'Bryant. says 
she wishes she paid more attention in 
classes leading up to senior year. 

"Regrets are a funny thing," says 
Yu. 'You spend so much time 
wishing you can change 

BY ANNA QUAN //STAFF WRITER 

J 
ackie Klein. 17. says she would 
be better prepared for college 
if she had participated in more 
activities during high school 

"I regret notjoining clubs 

DREAM 

SCHOOL 
BY SARA CACHO //STAFF WRITER 

I 
n America. 7,000 students 
drop out of high school 
every day. according to 
dosomething.org. 

To challenge the statistics. a 
group that includes ajournaList. 
musician. scientist. financial advisor. 
and community activist came 
together in a Sundance TV reality 
show called "Dream School" to 
inspire more than a dozen dropouts 
to rediscover their love of learning. 

This experimental learning lab 
operated against a backdrop of 
educational 
testing and 
more testing 
and a focus on 
memorizing 
sometimes 
meaningless 
material over 
acquiring 
practical 
knowledge. 

"Dream 
School" 
lessons 
included 
studying 
biology by 
getting close to 
nature: music 
via a visit to 
a recording 
studio;and 
economics 
through 
the lens of 
personal finance. 

"Teens 
say that 
students 
should 
remember: 
Just 
because 
you 
received a 
bad grade 
in school 
doesn't 
make 
you a bad 
person." 

Teens say that students should 
remember: Just because you 
received a bad grade in school 
doesn't make you a bad person. 

because I probably would have 
learned more from balancing social. 
academic. and extracurricular life," 
says Klein. who attends the John D. 
O'Bryant School of Math & Science. 

your actions that you 
don't notice you are 
repeating them." 

FIRST DAYi OF SCH�

FLASHBA\;D 
ERSNOWSEEM 

THSrf J}rrin=nME A.GO 

BY DANIELLA MORLA// 

CONTRIBUTINGWRlTER 

I 
felt the butterflies in my stomach. 
I heard the voices of the teachers 
welcoming students to Boston 
Community Leadership Academy. 

I Listened to the swarm of teens talkin� 
about their summers. and how long it s 
been. and the new things they all got 

I walked through the caf trying to find 
an empty table. wobbLing with my huge 
backpack filled with nearly $50 worth of 
supplies that I later Learned were mostly 
unnecessary. 

Ugh. 
I sat at a table with my friend 

Jasmine. both of us awl<wardly looking 
aroynd and trying to adapt to this new 
environment. 

As time passed. a Lot of people from 
my middle school entered the caf. And 
wlien I say a lot. I mean A LOT. There 
were two tables dedicated to just 
McCormack kids. It was nice the first 
week. Like everyone sticking together. 

But then I reaUzed that this wasn't 
going to last very Long: it was only the 
6�inning. I would have to make new 
friends to survive the next four years. 

AFH PHOTO// KIM HAN 
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PEOPLE & PLACES 
·��al!W!.:" ..... 
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THE 

DOOR 

PROJECT: 
GATF;WAY 

TOTHE 

HEART OF 

ART 

T
hese are among the works of art 

created by students in the BCYF 

Cleveland Community Center's 

summer teen program, "Portraits, 

People, and Places: Changing the World." done in 

partnership with the development group, VietAID. 

The seven-week enterprise employed 21 local 

youth as artist apprentices, culminating in their final 

project of self-portraits painted on life-size doors 

and accompanied by artist statements. 

The pieces were displayed along fence-work in 

the Fields Corner section of Dorchester. 

"There's not a program I'm prouder of," says 

Michael Triant. administrative coordinator of 

the BCYF Cleveland Community Center, which 

operates g am to g pm, Monday through Friday, at 

11 Charles Street across from the Fields Corner T. 

"The way these kids articulated their thoughts and 

self-expressions into artwork was amazing." 

AFH PHOTOS II KENNETH LI 

AIR FORCE 
BYNAMIRSHORTER//CONTRIBUTING 

WRITER 

The place is on an American air base. I have 
on my dad's uniform and the plane is an F16. 

The reason why I want to do this is because I 
want to be in the Air Force. My real inspiration is 
about what I want to do in the future and how I 
would look doing it. 
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THE 

RINGMASTER 
BYOGUGUAUCHENDU//CONTRIBtmNG 

WRITER 

Ringmaster? Midnight circus? My dark purples, 
reds and yellows and cool light blues. 

I wanted to re-create a time in my past that 
was special to me. The first time I went to the 
circus at age seven, I felt like I belonged in a 
community. I was able to escape the push of 
forceful conformity. 
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TAFF 
unites the city's teens to 

create an outlet to inform. 
communicate .. and provide f J1 [.,,_ii" 12 ..... J 1dDSJ-. 
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Write for 
Teens in Print! 

SEND your news articles, feature pieces, opinion 
essays, poems, or editorial cartoons. 

) EMAIL submissions to ric.kahn@boston.gov 

Please provide your full name, grade, and school. You must 
attend one of the Boston public secondary schools. 

) Whatever you submit has to be YOUR OWN CREATION. We only print original 
work. You will not get it back, so please KEEP A COPY for yourself Teens in Print 
reserves the right to EDIT your work for length, content, or appropriateness. 

Was it something we said? Or didn't say? Something 
with which you agree-or disagree? 

> Let Teens in Print know what's on your mind by sending an
email to TiP coordinator Ric Kahn at ric.kahn@boston.gov Please include your 
full name, school, and grade and we may run your letter in an upcoming edi­
tion. Thank you. 

) To join the Teens in Print staft please express your interest in an
email to the TiP coordinator at ric.kahn@boston.gov 

ABOUTUS Boston Teens in Print is the only
citywide newspaper written by and 

for Boston public high school and middle school students. 

Launched by WriteBoston and The Boston Globe in 2004, 

and published five times a year, TiP is a platform for stu­
dent journalists, essayists, poets, and artists. 

It is delivered to Boston high schools, libraries, and com­
munity centers. But it is not just a newspaper - it is also, for 

urban teens, an afterschool program and summer journal- t

ism institute, both free. TiP gives a voice to Boston's youth,a 

voice that bellows from one end of the city to the other, across 
the boundaries of neighborhood, class, and ethnicity. 
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HIBOAB U L 

Pol1t1cal party you sup1 
Middle name Moham 
Morning. noon. or nigr 
Would you wear Com, 
your prom dress? No• 
formal event. 

GARBENSALI 
Po�t1cal party you suppc 
Democratic. 
Middle name Jordann1 
Morning. noon or night' 
everything Looks beau 
lights. 
Would you wear Com 
your prom tuxedo? It, 
on what tuxedo I'm" 
under some circums· 
would show how uni, 

MELANIE BAJ 
Pol1t1cal party you sup 
Democratic. 
Middle name Angelir 
Morning. noon or nigr 
That's when all the c 
crawlies come out. 
Would you wear Con, 
your prom dress? Yes 
they are comfy and � 

ADAMAJANBi 
Political party you sup 
Democratic. 
Middle name None. 
Morning noon or nigr 
Would you wear Com, 
prom dress? No. It's tc 
appropriate for the oi 

MARIAMBAt 
Political party you sup 
Abraham Lincoln Rei 
Middle name None. 
Morning noon or nigr 
Would you wear Com 
your prom dress? Yes 
I get to hop around a 
comfortably. 

TASHAYLABC 
Pol1t1cal party you sup 
Democratic. 
Middle name Sierra-I 
Morning. noon or nigr 
Would you wear Con, 
your prom dress? No1 
whole life to be casL 
one night for prom. 

ARIYANABO2 
PoLitical party you sur: 
Democratic. 
Middle name Olivia. 
Morning. noon. or n1gl 
Would you wear Con­
your prom dress? No, 
it's rachet and not pr, 
-- especially on a hu! 
will be remembered 

S RA CACHO 
Political party you su� 
Democratic. 
Midd\e name. Jamile 
Morning. noon. or ni 
Would you wear Con 
your prom dress? Ye! 
fun.YOLO. 

HES 


















