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A t 15 years old, Kendall Boykins went home 
after school most days to cook, clean, and 
watch over her family. She was there to han-
dle all the responsibilities of her household, 

and was the crying shoulder for anyone who needed it. 

 Now, at 17, Boykins continues to take on this role 
as caretaker for her family. She has two sisters and her 
mother works as a nurse. After the death of her father 
when she was 15, Boykins was put into her “adult shoes,” 
when she felt compelled to do the housework, support her 
family emotionally, and still keep up her grades in school.

 “When they saw me physically, I was fi ne, so they 
thought I could deal with all of the responsibilities,” said 
Boykins, who goes to Boston Latin Academy. 

 When put into a position like this, many youth feel as 
though they may have lost something from their teenage 
years. 

 “I honestly don’t know what it took away from me,” 
said Boykins. “No one else could do it…so it was some-
thing I had to do.” 

 Caring for the adults who are supposed to be caring 
for you frustrates many teens. 

 “Well, I resent my mom a little, she should have been 
doing it rather than me, but when I think about it, she had 
a right [to stop functioning], too,” Boykins said. 

 Like Boykins, there are many teens who were forced 
to grow up faster than others in order to care for their fam-
ilies, whether it was due to unexpected deaths, to having 
only one parent, or to just not being able to keep up with 
the daily costs of living. 

 Across the country, there are more than 1.3 mil-
lion child caregivers between the ages of eight and 18, 
according to a 2005 study by the National Alliance for 
Caregiving, entitled “Young Caregivers in the U.S.” 

 The study showed that 38% of child caregivers are 
between the ages of 12 and 15, while 31% are between 
16 and 18 years old. 

 Specialists say there are many negative ramifi cations 
from being a teen caregiver, such as: aggressive behavior, 
depression, isolation from friends, and poor academic out-
comes, according to The Caregiver Foundation of America.

  In the “Young Caregivers” study, it was reported that 
these youth often feel that nobody loves them, and that 
they tend to behave antisocially.

  “In particular,” the study said of those ages 12 to 
18, “they are more likely than non-caregivers to have 
trouble getting along with teachers (27 percent vs. 14 
percent), to act mean towards others (24 percent vs. 9 
percent), and to be disobedient in school (20 percent vs. 
13 percent).” 

 Nathaniel Arias, 17, lives in East Boston with his 
father, older sister, and two younger brothers. With his 
father working evening and night shifts daily, Arias said he 
is constantly with his little brothers, picking them up from 
school, feeding them, making sure they do their home-

work, and getting them cleaned up and into bed -- for the 
next day’s same routine. 

 “My dad was alone, it was either help out or watch 
my dad work harder,” said Arias, who attends BLA. 

 At 17, Arias was assuming the role of a parental fi g-
ure in his brothers’ lives and being there when it was hard 
for his father to -- even if it meant giving up the things he 
enjoyed.

 “It’s diffi cult sometimes, it intervenes with my social 
life,” said Arias. “I’m not able to hang out with my friends. 
I give up my alone time to take care of them.”

 Arias said he does not feel frustrated by the situation; 
he just believes it’s his duty. 

 “No one put me in this position,” he said. “I picked it 
up because I had to.” 

 Emilia Cano, 18, started working as a maintenance 

cleaner downtown when she was 15. Now she’s a sales 

associate at Quincy Market. Without her father, she said, 

paying the bills and buying food for the family was a hard 

task to complete on just her mom’s income. 

 “If I didn’t bring in money, my mom would be upset,” 

said Cano.  “I had to grow up a lot faster than I should 

have, but if it wasn’t me, then who would it have been?”

 Although she does not regret picking up the role as a 

breadwinner, Cano expressed some resentment towards 

her parents for placing her in this position.

 “It’s a responsibility that shouldn’t have been put on 

me,” said Cano. “When you’re an adult having kids, you 

should [make sure] this doesn’t happen.” ■
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Boykins was put into her “adult shoes,” when she felt 
compelled to do the housework, support her family 
emotionally, and still keep up her grades in school.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

A T.i.P of the cap to these organizations for help-
ing to make our 2011 Summer Journalism Insti-
tute possible: The Boston Globe, Northeastern 
University’s School of Journalism, Associated 
Grant Makers, the Boston Youth Fund, the MLK 
Summer Scholars, the Boston Bruins Founda-
tion, the Red Sox Foundation, Bank of America, 
Sovereign Bank, and Boston Private Bank & 
Trust Company.

▲
 A

FH
 p

ho
to

 b
y 

Le
na

 Y
ee

▲
 A

FH
 ph

oto
 by

 Ja
ke

 C
ro

ss

21

24

4

11

▲
 A

FH
 ph

oto
  b

y K
im

 H
uy

nh

By Melissa Rodriguez // Staff Editor



bostontip.com / Sept/Oct 2011 / BOSTON TEENS IN PRINT / 54 / BOSTON TEENS IN PRINT / Sept/Oct 2011 / bostontip.com

first person singular

My ’hood
By Shanique Lewis // Staff Writer

Abortion: pro and con
By Odelyne Lamour // Staff Writer

I n June, New York made history by becoming the 
sixth and largest venue to legalize same-sex mar-
riage. Gay teens in Boston say the law is a huge 
step in the right direction for marriage equality. 

	 Though gay marriage is already legal in 
Massachusetts, those teens say the New York news is 
important because it can impact other states. 

	 “It’s a good thing because it will spread around the 
nation, because New York is popular,” said Chante Everett, 
18, who attends school at the West Roxbury Education 
Complex. “Love has no gender.”

	 Connecticut, Massachusetts, Iowa, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, and the District of Columbia have already enact-
ed same-sex marriage laws. With the 2012 presidential 
campaign drawing near, gay marriage is sure to be a hot 
topic for debate. Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, and 
Questioning teens may be directly affected by these deci-
sions.

	 Brian Lakes, 17, feels that the fight to 
legalize same-sex marriage is a constant 
reminder of the inequality in the United States.

	 “Gay marriage should be legal in every 
state, not only in some states,” said Lakes, 
who goes to Boston Community Leadership 
Academy. “Gay people are just like any other 
couple. We are humans that just like the same 
sex. We do the same things that any couple 
would do together.”

	 Shay Constant, 16, said she thinks that 
because New York is such a hot spot and has 
a lot of celebrities, more people will go to the 
state to get married. 

	 Meanwhile, since many GLBTQ people are “out” in 
New York, Constant said, residents can stay there and get 
hitched, too. 

	 According to the American Community Survey, some 

42,600 gay couples reported residing in New York in 
2009, compared to the more than 20,000 gay couples the 
census says live in Massachusetts. 

	 “Everyone loves someone, whether it’s a male or a 
female,” said Constant, who attends Community Academy 
of Science and Health.“Why should it matter?” ■

M y ’hood can’t be compared to any other 
only because it’s one of a kind. The 
things you see or hear can’t be found in 
many other ’hoods. A hot summer day 

with thunderstorms sums up what it really is. Sometimes 
it’s disguised behind clouds when we have new neighbors. 

	 “Our ’hood is just a simple little ’hood. Nothing really 
happens around here….but if something does happen, it 
happens,” said Del Sanders, 14.

	 On a recent day, the scent of marijuana hit the 
breeze, causing my nose to tingle. By taking a deep breath 
you can taste the chocolate flavored cigarillo just wander-
ing its way through people’s bodies. 

	 My Dorchester neighborhood -- near Franklin Park -- is 
made up of ’hood rats, pickpockets, thieves, potheads, 
and, of course, everyday folks. Despite the discoloration, it 
is also a safe place to live. I would know that only because 
I’ve been living there for about three years.

	  “It’s fun to be out here…with your friends,” said 
Jalayah Lawrence, 16. “This neighborhood is not as crazy 
as people make it seem…..The people around you respect 
you for who you are and not who you want to be. Everyone 
is friendly around here.”

	 John Graham Jr., 16, agrees.

	 “When I first moved out here, making friends wasn’t a 

problem because I already knew them from last summer,” 

he said. 

	 As soon as the boys -- police -- pulled up, most of the 

local hoodlums had disappeared. I think it’s because they 

had illegal items on them or some had warrants. They 

have so many different names that refer to the police. A 

few that I’m hip to are D-boys, Green-goblin, D-tic, Blue 

and Whites. They’re always in the ’hood, scoping them out, 

so the hoodlums are always on the look-out.

	 Glenway and Fowler streets contribute to most of the 

dysfunctional things around here, like robbery and pick-

pocketing.

	 I was sitting at the Erie Street park, killing bugs to 

prevent myself from getting eaten alive. All I heard was 

boom! A blue Honda was speeding down Erie and hit 

another car that was traveling up Glenway. No one really 

cared because the loud banging of the July 4 fireworks 

distracted them. 

	 A little boy yelled, “Someone is hurt,” and that’s when 

everyone actually went to look. I guess they need to have a 

reason to pay attention to things around them. Or not.

 	 “I only trust the ones I grew up with,” said Sanders. ■

O n Friday, July 22, I turned on my iPod touch 
and did what I usually do: go on Twitter. 
I would check the trending topics and if I 
found anything interesting I would usually 

tweet on it. On that Friday, one of the many trending topics 
was Oslo, Norway. I shrugged.  

	  I went on the 7News website and there was a 
breaking news update. What I saw was a bomb attack 
that happened to a government building in Norway. 
Eight people died. There was also a mass shooting 
that took 69 lives on the Norwegian island of Utøya, 
site of a Labor Party youth camp. 

	 I was captivated by this and learned that a Norwegian 
man by the name of Anders Behring Breivik walked onto 
the island after the blast, dressed as a police officer. He 
claimed he was there to inform people about the bombing. 
As I was reading, my heart dropped as I learned that wit-
nesses on the island told news reporters that the man had 
called them around him and then began shooting.

	 I didn’t know what to say. The only question in my 
mind was, “How could one man do something so atro-
cious?” That question, I believe, will never be answered. 

	 I spent most of my Friday night reading news reports 
about what happened to a country far away, a country I 

paid no attention to before the atrocity. 

	 As I followed the story, it was revealed that Breivik 
had published a 1,500-page manifesto of racism against 
Muslims, who he claimed were destroying Europe. He 
called for conservatives to embrace martyrdom. 

	 I couldn’t believe how much hatred spewed from one 
man’s mind or how far he was willing to express his dis-

gust by claiming 77 innocent lives. Many of them were  
just teens. 

	 To me, it seemed like something you would find in one 
of those crime books, where you have a character who 
commits a great sin on the world. Only this was real life. 

	 Some people might wonder: Why do I care 
what happened thousands of miles away from the 
United States? The question is simple yet difficult 
to answer.  I found it hard to grasp that one man 
had carried out such actions. On July 22, however, 
I opened my eyes to the fact that even in a peace-

ful country such as Norway, there are those who are evil 
enough to rip apart so many families.

	 What happened in Norway may fade away from the 
news. But for the families, memories will not be let go. 
Anders Behring Breivik might have taken innocent lives, 
but he didn’t take the love they had for their country and 
for their families. ■

Tragedy in Norway
“As I was reading, my heart dropped”
By Ashley Barker // Staff Editor

▲ AFH photo by Haidan Hodgson

writes and wrongs

A bortion: one word, three syllables, and a 
very controversial topic. Is abortion the 
answer when nothing else seems possible? 
Sometimes you find that you’re stuck in a 

dead-end zone and the only way out is to retreat to the 
closest solution necessary -- no matter what the outcome 
might be, even if you’re hurting yourself or another being.

	 “Children are a gift from above -- don’t send them 
back,” is a saying I hear from my mom every time she is 
told about people aborting their children. Everyone’s opin-
ion varies on the political spectrum for abortion. Some 
people might be for or against. I’m on both sides. I think 
abortion is inhuman, but under certain circumstances and 
timing, it can be right. 

	 I think that killing innocent children is wrong. They 
didn’t ask to be here. Partners need to be aware that hav-
ing sex can lead to reproduction. There are methods to 
reduce the chances of pregnancy, such as contraception. 

	  Even if you don’t want to keep your child, why abor-
tion? Why not adoption? Well, 15-year-old Amira Patterson, 
from Boston Community Leadership Academy, says: “I 
don’t want anyone raising my child. Years later, they’ll 
come find me and say ‘Why did you give me up? Do you 

hate me?’ I don’t think I could deal with that.” 

	 Lee Berthaud, 15, from BCLA, says: “If the baby lives, 

they suffer because there aren’t enough homes for chil-

dren to be adopted at. At 18, they’re released from adop-

tion centers and end up with nothing but the streets.” 

	 But, then again, I think abortion should be allowed in 

the early stages because the child has not developed all 

of its organs.

	 “If it’s an under-aged mother, who has legit nothing, 

or has even been raped and bears a child she is a strang-

er to, then she should have the legal right to abort,” says 

Berthaud. 

	 I also think abortion can be okay if they’re using it for 

stem cell research to treat things like genetic disorders.

	 Abortion has positive and negative sides. It’s all 

about personal choice. ■

New York’s marriage proposal
A push for gay rights
By Leesha Lorquet // Staff Writer

▲ Art by AFH

“Why do I care what happened thousands  
of miles away from the United States?”
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fOReIgN JOuRNal

A ll around the world, there are countries and 
customs that say it’s okay to kill women for 
the so-called “honor” of the family. A fam-
ily can feel dishonored if a daughter: gets a 

divorce, absorbs too many features of another culture, 
loses her virginity before marriage.

 Marta Gielazyn, who just graduated from Boston 
Community Leadership Academy, feels it is fi ne to have 
sex before marriage.

  "I think it’s okay because love is also about sex," 
she says.

  Farzana Azam, 18, who attends BCLA, had a neigh-
bor in Bangladesh who killed herself because "her love" 

did not want to marry her after he got her pregnant. 

 "She committed suicide because she couldn't take 
his rejection and she didn't want her family to get disre-
spect from the others," says Azam. 

 One thing that I kept hearing at school presenta-
tions was that “honor killings” are supported by Islam. 
However, Islam never approves of killings of any kind. The 
reason that “honor killings” happen in Islamic countries 
is because Muslims are taught to respect their elders. 
That might have given some people a mentality that they 
should keep doing what their ancestors did before they 
were even Muslims.

 “Honor killings” also take place in Hindu society, 

which is one of the oldest religions, and also used to be 
common in Chinese, Japanese, Roman and other very 
early civilizations that passed on their traditions.

 Many men in Western society kill their wives out of 
rage because they committed adultery. So, “honor killings” 
cannot be referred to as only happening in foreign lands. 

 Khalid Sharmarke, 16, believes that women should 
have as many rights as men, and that men deserve the 
same punishments as women. 

 "Society is nothing without women," says Sharmarke, 
who goes to Boston Latin School. "The women are what 
keep families together.” ■

W hile many adults are weary from the war 
in Afghanistan, teens are tired of it, too.
 “There are far more pressing issues in 
America that should be addressed rather 

than focusing on the war," said Kevin Liang, 17, from 
Boston Latin School. "The recession has millions of people 
unemployed nationally. We are over 14 trillion dollars in 
debt, and the government continues to deficit spend.”

 Afghan people haven't seen peace in their country 
for more than 30 years. People throughout those years 
have been hoping for better. Every new group, such as the 
Mujahedeen and Taliban, brought added expectations, but 
at the end of the day, critics say, they were all the same 

-- making severe rules, using religion to oppress, killing 
innocent people.
 Perhaps that is why the Afghans interviewed said they 
support the continued presence of US troops there 10 
years after the war began following 9/11.
 "They are really trying to bring in democracy, people's 
lives are getting a little better," says Huma Abdul, 18, who 
works downtown. 
 She cites an increase in rights for women compared 
to during the Taliban regime when women were not 
allowed to attend school and were forced to wear burqas.
 In a Facebook interview, YouTube celebrity Qias Omar 
agreed that US soldiers are still necessary.

 “If they actually do their job and not kill people for no 
reason, then I think they should stay to make it a better 
place," he said.

 In August, the war hit home both here and abroad. 
The Taliban shot down a US military helicopter, killing 30 
Americans and eight from Afghanistan, according to news 
accounts.

 Vincent Tang, 17, who attends BLS, said this is fur-
ther proof that it’s time to go.

 “A situation such as this shows that soldiers are 
taking unnecessary risks,” he said. “I think that Afghan 
people certainly don't like a bigger country sending their 
troops into their land.” ■

Teens weigh in on the war in Afghanistan
By Makiz Nasirahmad // Staff Editor

SummeRtIme BlueS

Dishonor killings
By Makiz Nasirahmad // Staff Editor 

▲ AFH art by Jesse Racusen and Wesley Reyes

K evin LaPlante, 19, from Madison Park High 
School, says he tried to get a job at multiple 
places, such as Best Buy, Stop & Shop, 
Burger King, Lids, Foot Locker -- but they 

never called back. 

 Chyna Morales, 14, from Codman Square, wasn’t 
able to apply at many spots because she was too young; 
therefore, she decided to travel once or twice plus attend 
a summer program for school. She was, however, able to 
seek work through a teenage program. 

 “They never called me back to tell me if I got the job 
or not,” says Morales.

 The reason many teens spend their summer jobless 
is because employers don’t stay in touch. On the other 
hand, there are teens who don’t look for work. Even if they 
did, though, many would be out of luck due to the coun-
try’s economic troubles.

 Angela Villareyna, 15, from Boston Latin Academy, 
says matter-of-factly: "I didn't try to get a job this summer, 
so I don't have one. I'll probably try to get one next year.”

 Villareyna spent her summer at home with her grand-
mother and little brother, as everyone else in the house 
was out working. She takes care of him, and stays on 
the computer a lot but also had to do her summer read-
ing. Even though she isn’t working, she says, her mother 
recently gave her $20 for watching her brother. 

 “I don’t know if this is going to be a weekly thing or 
what,” she says.

 When teens don’t have jobs, that is when many take 
the time to spend the summer with family, friends, and 
have a true vacation from the classroom.

 “Any break from school is good, so I am enjoying my 
summer,” says Villareyna. “I didn’t expect more.” ■

Not enough jobs
By Amarielis Morales // Staff Writer

Too much schoolwork
By Cheila Martinez // Staff Editor

R emember when summers were carefree 
and you didn’t have to worry about a thing? 
Priscilla Mahabali, 17, from Madison Park 
High School, says: “Growing up, summer 

was my favorite time of the year. Not only did it mean no 
school, but it also meant going on vacation trips with my 
family.” 

 There used to be a time when summer assignments 
were only given to underperforming students. Now, the 
script has been flipped. Assignments are being given 
to many -- especially advanced-placement students. AP 
classes pour students with work over the summer that 
takes over their whole time.  On top of that, students still 
have book reports to do for non-AP classes. 

 “Since I've started high school, my summers have 
changed drastically,” says Mahabali. “I have summer 
assignments that I'm expected to complete and also, I 
have to work. Unlike my childhood days, I don't have time 
for a real vacation because I have to balance work and 
summer assignments.” 

 A world without any work over the summer would be 
relaxing, but some teens say you would forget most of the 

things you’ve learned during the 
school year. Gumer Buenrostro, 
17, from Boston Community 
Leadership Academy, says: “I do 
think it is really important to have 
summer AP work because it helps 
for when you get back to school. 
You can start on the many materi-
als you need to cover without hav-
ing to review or catch up on old 
materials.”

  On the other hand, many 
teens say: The whole point of 
vacation is to have a vacation. 

 Mahabali says: “Summer 
assignments should be banned 
because the whole point of having 
two months of summer vacation is to be away from school 
and not having to worry about it. Students are in school 
10 months a year. I don't think teachers should pressure 
them to do any work over their vacation.”

 Even as those summer assignments pile up, many 

students feel strongly that they need time away from the 
books.

  “It’s summer -- you want to have fun and take a 
break,” says Fantasia Pearson, 17, from the John D. 
O’Bryant School of Math & Science. “Most kids think they 
have time to do the work later.” ■

▲ AFH photo by Carolyn Rochalski

A bummer summer

▲ AFH photo by Mary Nguyen
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Techno beat

Inspector Gadget says:
Let gizmos in the classroom
By Vanessa Lee // Staff Writer

T he classroom is hushed and still. 
Students are sitting two to a table, 
silently working on an assignment. 
Nothing but the sound of pencil tips 

scratching against lined paper fills the air. Suddenly, 
a soft buzzing breaks the focused mood. The teach-
er looks up from her work and scans the room, 
ready to confiscate the cellphone that had just dis-
turbed the class.

	 This would not be an unfamiliar scenario to 
the thousands of Boston Public Schools students 
across the city. The Boston Public Schools cellular 
telephone policy only permits students to have their 
cells on before and after school hours. Many high 
schools and middle schools have rules against the 
use of cellphones and other wireless devices, such 
as laptops and iPods, during school -- saying they 
are a disturbance to the learning environment.  

	 Still, many students manage to use their own 
electronics to aid in their schoolwork. Danny Do, 17, 
from Boston Latin Academy, says, “I use my phone 
for the Internet sometimes. It is useful in school. I 
can look up things I don’t know.”

	 Technology has changed dramatically in the 
last few years. Cellphones are no longer used solely 
for calling and texting. Smart phones now have 
access to the Internet and millions of applications. 
The Internet can be used to research nearly any-
thing you imagine. iPods double as cameras and 
hand-held computers. Even school textbooks and 
literature can be found easily online.

	 “Using a laptop in school may be useful,”  
says Anthony Cheung, 16, who goes to Boston  
Latin School. “Some people might type faster than 
they can write when taking notes.” 

	  Denysha Jackson, 17, from Fenway High 
School, agrees.  “iPods can be useful -- they could 
help some people because they study better with 
music,” says Jackson. “Many things are going elec-
tronic already. We should take advantage of that.”

	 But some teens say there are disadvantages  
to being allowed to use personal electronics in 
classrooms. 

	  “Cheating would become more common if we 
were allowed to use phones at times, like during 
tests,” says Lillian Hexter, 17, who attends BLS. 

	  A recent article on FamilyEducation.com sup-
ports this, saying, “Text messaging has become a 
high-tech method of passing notes in school.”

	 Jeffrey Gibbons, an English teacher at BLS, 
thinks cellphones should be encouraged in the 
classroom if everyone has one.

	  “Phones can be used to pull up something 
online or call kids on speakerphone to deliver a 
message if they are absent. They can also have an 
app for a dictionary,” says Gibbons. 

	 But the cost of technology presents a problem 
in an educational setting, too.

	  “There is a disadvantage if one kid does not 
have a phone,” says Gibbons. “Some kids do not 
have access to the technology or can’t afford it.”

	  Looking at both sides, Gibbons says schools 
need to be careful when using the new technology.

 	 “It can help and hurt,” says Gibbons. “It can 
help in that we can look up information. But it can 
hurt that we rely on it too much….It can be used 
productively or it can be detrimental and be a 
crutch.” ■

Can’t take a bite out of Apple
By Zeyu Zheng // Staff Writer

A pple and Microsoft are the two most famous 
computer players.
	  Both companies have their own  
characteristics.

	 Which do teens prefer?

	 Malik Ramos, 14, who goes to the John D. O’Bryant  
School of Math & Science, says, “Mac OS is humanized 
and fancy. Windows is flexible and diverse.”

	 A July article in CNET News reported on a survey say-
ing that Apple customers are the happiest among all buy-

ers of personal computers. Consumers were so satisfied, 
the survey said, that price was not a big deal.

	 Gui Yin Chen, 14, of Chinatown, says: “Mac is easier 
for me to understand and use.”

	 In the teen world, there is no winner or loser; it’s your 
choice to pick your favorite.

	  “Apple makes me feel good with its features and 
techniques,” says Ike Nzerem, 14, who goes to the 
O’Bryant. ■

▲ AFH photo by Boysie Williams

▲ AFH photo by Max Urena

Techno beat

“O h my god! I miss my phone so 
much!” says Nora Hexter, a senior 
at Boston Latin School, after for-
getting her mobile device at home 

for a day. “When I don’t have my phone with me, I get 
so paranoid,” she says with a concerned look on  
her face.

	 Mobile devices have become a colossal part 
of everyday life. Whether used for emergency calls, 
entertaining text conversations with your friends, web-
surfing, playing games, or just simply to reach your 
parents, cellphone use has gone up tremendously 
throughout the past few years.

	 According to a recent survey conducted by C&R 
Research, 22% of young children (ages 6-9), 60% of 
tweens (ages 10-14), and 84% of teens (ages 15-18) 
now own cellphones.

	 The wireless devices are used for more than just 
entertainment purposes. A cellphone can also instill a 
sense of safety in teens since they have the ability to 
reach out whenever they need to.

	 “I feel safer with a cellphone, because I know 
that in an emergency I’ll be able to contact someone I 
trust,” says Anthony Cheung, a junior at BLS.

	 A 2005 study cited by the Center on Media and 
Child Health shows that 37% of teens feel as though 
they wouldn’t be able to live without their phones.  

	 “A phone has really become a large part of my 

everyday life,” says Hexter. “Without a phone, it would 
be hard to make plans with people, since it would be 
hard to meet up with them and to inform them when 
you’re running late. Also, it’s an easy way to communi-
cate with your parents to let them know where you are 
and to make sure they don’t get too worried.”

	 Critics say that cellphones can pose certain 
health risks and interfere with actual person-to-person 
interaction. Many teens are likely to be woken up at 
night by text messages or calls, leading to a lack of 
sleep. Also, inappropriate text messages are a rising 
form of cyber-bullying.

	 In addition, many complain that the mobile 
devices make you “too available” to peers. Since 
cellphones are designed to be carried wherever you 
go, many expect you to answer any text message or 
phone call almost immediately.

	 Luyan Lin, a senior at BLS, is mostly seen without 
a phone by her side.

	 “People automatically assume that I have a cell-
phone,” says Lin. “When I tell them I don’t, I get many 
weird looks….I don’t like how people constantly text 
while they’re talking to someone in person, because 
it seems like they aren’t paying attention to me when 
I’m talking.” 

          With cellphones having both their advantages 
and disadvantages, the overwhelming question is: 
Could you live without yours? ■

A tough call: going without
Cellphone celibacy 
By Edalina Wang // Staff Writer

Textual reeling 
By Ieisha Sampson // Staff Writer

M arquette Webster, 18, from Dorchester, 
admits to his constant texting habits. 
“I text about 200 times each night,” he 
says. 

	  Texting is a development of communication that has 
become one of this generation’s greatest dependencies. 
A Pew Research Center study last year reported that more 
than four out of five teens with cellphones sleep with their 
phones by their beds.

	 This habit has raised many questions regarding the 
well-being of teens, one of which is: Does texting have a 
negative effect on young people?

	 Mina Tsay, an associate professor at Boston 
University’s College of Communication, says: “I don’t think 
that texting decreases your intelligence. I believe it simpli-
fies the way you communicate.” 

	 Others believe that texting hinders the performance 
of teens. A 2009 study done at Case Western Reserve 
University’s School of Medicine found that teens who 
texted at least 120 times on an average school day were 
about 60 percent more likely to fall asleep during class 
than those not classified as  “hyper-texters.”

	 Brionna Young, a senior at Madison Park High School, 
finds that other things are more important than receiving 

a text message, 

	 “I don’t text at night, I prefer resting at that time,” 
says Young.

	 The Case Western researchers also found that those 
teens who texted all the time were more likely to do poorly 
in school than the non-hyper-texters. 

	 Naomi Edouard, a senior at Boston Community 
Leadership Academy, thinks that texting is useless. 

	 “There are better ways to communicate,” says 
Edouard. “When we text, we lose our communication 
skills.” ■

▲ AFH photo by Michelle Nguyen



bostontip.com / Sept/Oct 2011 / BOSTON TEENS IN PRINT / 1110 / BOSTON TEENS IN PRINT / Sept/Oct 2011 / bostontip.com

relationships The Parent Trap

F riendship is one of the most important things 
in life. Sometimes teens look to friends to 
help them make decisions. Sometimes teens 
really find their twin soul. Friends who keep it 

real are always going to be there in the good times  
and bad.

	 Nayarette Rodriguez, 15, from Boston International 
High School, thinks that honesty and respect are what 
keep a friendship strong.

	 “To keep a friend’s respect, there must not be 
secrets between them,” she says. “I don’t think distance 

changes the relationship. I believe that real friends are 
always going to be there no matter the place or time.”

	 Sixteen-year-old Maridenny Saldana, from Boston 
International, believes, however, that being far away from 
someone can destroy a friendship.

	 “Our trust is…not going to be the same,” she says. 
“Time passing, we keep gaining and losing friends. 
Sometimes friends prefer boyfriends…and even if you try 
to keep the relationship on, they just don’t care….Better to 
move on and forget…because they weren’t a friend.”

	  Patricia Bello, 16, disagrees. She says she was able 

to reconnect with a best friend she had when she was 
seven and living in the Dominican Republic.

	 “Friendship is always going to be there even if [you] 
are apart,” says Bello, who attends Boston International.

	 Iliana Flores, 18, from East Boston High School, feels 
that a true friendship can withstand many hardships.

	 “Every type of relationship can be managed with 
communication and honesty,” says Flores. “A friendship 
can last forever even though there are going to be obsta-
cles in the way.” ■

Friendly advice
By Leidy Garay // Staff Writer

▲ AFH photo by Alice Tran

S ixteen-year-old Angelica Ortiz, who goes to Boston 
Community Leadership Academy, thinks that you 
can know people for a short time and still win their 
trust and become best friends. 

	 “Me and my best friend have been best friends for about 
a year and she is the person I can talk to about personal 
problems and I know she will be there for me,” says Ortiz. 
“We met in homeroom and I trust her because she hasn't 
done anything to me that shows she is not trustworthy.” 

	 Many teenagers think that it’s important to have a best 
friend because you can share important information with that 
person -- someone that you can talk to without being scared 
or shy. 

	 Best friends don’t always have to be girls with girls and 
boys with boys.

	 Mussuba Samati, 15, thinks that it can be done with 
opposite sexes. “Any guy can be your best friend as long as 
they understand you and make you feel on top of the world,” 
says Samati, who goes to BCLA. 

	 Samati believes that her best friends -- she has five! – 
earned her loyalty because they were always there when she 
needed them.

	 “They know my problems, my pros and cons, but yet they 
still stood by my side,” she says. “A true friend is someone 
who knows all about you but still loves you. That’s what they 
have been to me.” 

	 Rose Fils-aime’s best friend is a guy.

	 “He’s my best friend because me and him can argue 
about the littlest thing, look back, and laugh about it,” she 
says.

	 Some people say that disagreements can make your 
friendship stronger. Fils-aime, 17, from BCLA, says her best 
friend has not betrayed her.

	 “I told him some very deep things,” she says, “and he 
keeps it between me and him, and also he tells me every-
thing and he’s very honest with me.” ■

Besties
By Marmarin Nasirahmad // Staff Writer

Low ’rents: showing them the utmost disrespect
By Celinette Mendoza // Staff Writer

S eventeen-year-old Angel Archilla, from 
Madison Park High School, is a teenager who 
lacks faith in people. Archilla believes that 
trust issues are for someone who does not 

want the facts to come out.

	 “I don’t want people to know my private informa-
tion, but I would tell my close friend because I trust 
them only if they tell me their information,” says Archilla. 
“This is a share, share thing.” 

	 Many people have issues with trust – even, per-
haps, celebrities. The rapper Drake came out with a 
new song in June named “Trust Issues,” and some of 
the lyrics read: “Oh Ooooh, trust issues/Oh Ooooh, trust 
issues/Oh Ooooh, trust issues/Oh Oooo ooooo ooh.”

	 Amira Patterson, 15, from Boston Community 
Leadership Academy, has a problem confiding in others. 
Patterson thinks that you cannot depend on people to 

keep your secrets and that some things are meant to 
stay to yourself.

	 “I think some people should get over it, everyone 
has trust issues and you can only rely on some people,” 
says Patterson. “I rely on my close friends. Don’t get me 
wrong -- I rely on my family, also. But I would more likely 
tell my friends because I feel like they understand me 
better and they won’t judge me and they can connect to 
me better.”  

	 Sixteen-year-old Daniel Soares, from BCLA, doesn’t 
believe a lot of people are trustworthy. Soares would 
only tell his close friends his secrets.

	 “I have trust issues because you never know what 
could happen,” says Soares. “Like people can share info 
with others, or just clown.” ■

Trust me: The truth may be a lie
By La`Neece Byrd // Staff Writer

J athena Sotomayor, 15, is one teenager 
who speaks to her parents in a disrespect-
ful way. She feels that if her parents would 
let her do most of the things she asks for, 

          or not yell at her, she wouldn’t have to be 
that way.

	 “I don’t have guilt on my shoulders,” says 
Sotomayor, who attends Madison Park High 
School.

	 Perhaps now more than ever some teens treat 
their parents badly. There’s name-calling, yelling, 
sometimes even pushing. Other teens say that a 
lot of people who don’t have parents and are on 
their own would love to have mothers and fathers.

	 Mimi Sanchez, 37, from Dorchester, has 
three kids, two of whom are teens. She feels that 
no teens should show their mothers and fathers 
disrespect because the parents are the ones who 
created them. If anything, she says, they should be 
grateful that they have parents and should appre-

ciate what they do for them.

	 Sanchez says: “My daughter shouldn’t be speak-
ing to me in a disrespectful way because I am her 
mother, and I’m the one raising and taking care of 
her, feeding and putting a roof over her head.”

	 Natalie Rosario, 19, from Boston Day & Evening 
Academy, says she hates when her parent doesn’t 
let her do anything, even though she feels she’s old 
enough to make her own decisions.

	 “The only time I disrespect…is when she treats 
me like a little girl and shouts at me for legit no rea-
son,” says Rosario.

	 Meanwhile, 15-year-old Melissa Melo, from 
Dorchester, thinks the world of her mother, and 
believes that teens should treat their parents well. 

	 “I would never disrespect my mother, she’s my 
world and I would go crazy without her,” says Melo. 
“I’m thankful for having her in my life and for her giv-
ing me life.” ■

Y anelis Ortiz, 14, who goes to Madison Park 
High School, is eager to complain about her 
overprotective parents: “They don’t let me go 
anywhere, not even to the corner store. They 

always want to know where I’m going, who I’m talking to. 
It’s crazy.”

	 Such parents commonly want to protect their children 
from the hardships of life. But teens grumble that they 
are being restricted from having the mobility of a life with 
freedom, and that they need to be able to learn from their 
mistakes. 

	  “They always think that you are going to do something 
stupid,” says Ortiz.

 	 Mayra Garcia, 36, a local mother of one, explains her 
definition of parents who may be called overprotective: 
“Someone who is concerned about their child’s well-being, 
and making sure that their child is safe 100 percent of the 
time. That’s all we want to do, which is to make sure that 
as kids, you are safe.”

	 A story on eHow.com entitled, “How to Deal With 
Overprotective Parents,” explains how these parents can 
be aggravating and make children feel like they are living 
in a massive bubble. The article advises children to con-
vince their parents to let them experience new things.

	 Elaina Curtis, 14, who attends Boston 
Latin Academy, remembers the follow-
ing experience: “There was this one 
time, all I wanted to do was to go 
to the movies with a friend, and 
I had told my friend that my 
guardian, which is my grand-
mother, would not let me go. 
So my friend the next day 
brought a whole page with the 
information of where we were 
going, who was going, what 
time we were leaving, what time 
we should be back at, all that 
and more, just so I can go to the 
movies with her!”

	 Critics say that always knowing 
where your child will be, and at what time 
they will be there, doesn’t always  
mean that you are going to keep them safe.

	  Teens say that it is time for the bubble to  
be popped. ■

Do you feel smothered by overprotective parents? 

Bubble rap
By Elisely Cruz // Staff Writer

▲
 AFH photo by Kim Huynh
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FATIMA ADJOUT
What kind of sandwich would you be? Subway Veggie Delite.
What kind of tree would you be? Blue Japanese Wisteria Bonsai.
Favorite Breakfast? French croissant stuffed with cream and fresh 
strawberries, with a cappuccino.
Favorite Dog? Fluffy white Samoyed.

ASHLEY BARKER
What kind of sandwich would you be? Hamburger club.
What kind of tree would you be? Palm tree.
Favorite Skittle? Orange.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Bellatrix Lestrange.

CELINE BRIGGS
What kind of sandwich would you be? Tuna sandwich.
What kind of tree would you be? Banana tree.
Favorite Harry Potter character?  Harry Potter.
Favorite dog? Beagle. 

NICOLA BRIGGS        
What kind of tree would you be? Oak tree.
Favorite breakfast? Chocolate-chip pancakes.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Ron Weasley. 
Favorite dog? Beagle.

LA`NEECE BYRD
What kind of tree would you be? Banana tree.
Favorite Skittle? Blenders.
Favorite breakfast? Bacon, eggs, sausage, and orange juice.
Favorite dog? Chihuahua.

NAGID CRAIG
Favorite Skittle? Tropical.
Favorite breakfast? Pancakes with glazed apple bits, and  
eggs and sausage on the side.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Lord Voldemort.
Favorite dog? Chinese Crested Hairless.

ELISELY CRUZ
What kind of sandwich would you be? Grilled Cheese -- extra cheese.
What kind of tree would you be? Purple Leaf Flowering Plum.
Favorite Skittle? The original pack.
Favorite dog? Siberian Husky.

GIVONA J. DIETZ
What kind of sandwich would you be? Barbecue crispy snack wrap.
What kind of tree would you be? Cherry Blossom.
Favorite breakfast? Asiago bagel with sweetened ice tea.
Favorite dog? Glen of Imaal Terrier.

JESMARIE FIGUEROA
What kind of sandwich would you be? Grilled cheese.
What kind of tree would you be? Apple.
Favorite Skittle? Sour.
Favorite dog? Pit Bull.

LEIDY GARAY
What kind of sandwich would you be? Bacon, egg, and cheese.
What kind of tree would you be? A Rose tree. They are so beautiful. 
Favorite Harry Potter character? Harry Potter.
Favorite dog? Golden Retriever.

ADRIANA GEDEON
What kind of sandwich would you be? Ham and cheese.
Favorite Skittle? Cherry.
Favorite Harry Potter character?  Hermione Granger.
Favorite dog? Pomeranian.

BRIANNA GRAY
What kind of sandwich would you be? Warm ham sandwich.
What kind of tree would you be? Apple tree.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Harry Potter.
Favorite dog? Puppies.

➧

SHANIQUE LEWIS
What kind of tree would you be? Flying tree.

Favorite Skittle? Blenders.
Favorite breakfast? Blue raspberry Coolatta 

with a jelly donut. 
Favorite dog? Pit Bull.

LEESHA LORQUET
What kind of sandwich would you be? 

Chicken Caesar. 
What kind of tree would you be? Christmas tree.

Favorite Skittle? All of them, because  
it makes a rainbow.

Favorite dog? Pit Bull.  

ALEJANDRO MARTINEZ
What kind of sandwich would you be? PB&J.

What kind of tree would you be?  
Whomping Willow.

Favorite Harry Potter character?  
Hermione Granger.

Favorite dog? Husky.

ARIANA MARTINEZ
What kind of sandwich would you be?  

Tuna salad.
Favorite Skittle? Yellow. 

Favorite Harry Potter character? Ron Weasley.
Favorite dog? Pit Bull. 

CHEILA MARTINEZ
What kind of sandwich would you be?  

Tuna salad. 
What kind of tree would you be? 

A Willow tree.
Favorite breakfast? A nice, hot corn muffin.

Favorite dog? A Maltese.

CELINETTE MENDOZA
What kind of sandwich would you be?  

Subway Chicken & Bacon Ranch. 
What kind of tree would you be? Willow tree.

Favorite Harry Potter character?   
Ginny Weasley.

Favorite dog? Pomeranian.

AMARIELIS MORALES
What kind of tree would you be?  

A lonely tree. 
Favorite Skittle? Sour.

Favorite Harry Potter character? 
Severus Snape.

Favorite dog? Nike, my Chihuahua.
 

MAKIZ NASIRAHMAD 
What kind of sandwich would you be?  

Veggie sandwich. 
What kind of tree would you be? Zizyphus.

Favorite breakfast? Mom’s homemade bread, 
jam, and peanut butter. 

Favorite dog? Afghan Hound. 

MARMARIN NASIRAHMAD 
What kind of sandwich would you be?  

Turkey sandwich. 
Favorite breakfast? Coffee Coolatta.  

Favorite Harry Potter character?  
Harry Potter. 

Favorite dog? Cats are better.

AUDREY NGANKAM
What kind of sandwich would you be? A 

Subway Chicken & Bacon Ranch.  
What kind of tree would you be?  

A Green Ash.
Favorite Skittle? Chocolate. 

Favorite dog? Puppies.

ALICIA PEREZ
What kind of tree would you be?  
I’d much rather be human.
Favorite Skittle? I don’t discriminate.
Favorite breakfast? Whatever was left over 
from dinner the night before.
Favorite Harry Potter character?  
Harry Potter.

MELISSA RODRIGUEZ
What kind of sandwich would you be? 
PB&J.
What kind of tree would you be?  
Whomping Willow.
Favorite Harry Potter character?  
Ronald Weasley.
Favorite dog? Yankee Pug.

IEISHA SAMPSON
What kind of sandwich would you be? 
Turkey and raisin bread.
What kind of tree would you be?  
Cocoa tree.
Favorite Harry Potter character?  
Ron Weasley.
Favorite dog? Chihuahua.

GERALDINE VITTINI
What kind of sandwich would you be?  
A really greasy Philly cheesesteak.
What kind of tree would you be? One of 
those that suck the life out of the surround-
ing trees.
Favorite Skittle? The red one that tastes  
like happiness.
Favorite Harry Potter character?  
Draco Malfoy. 

EDALINA WANG
What kind of sandwich would you be? 
Turkey sandwich.
What kind of tree would you be?  
A Christmas tree.
Favorite breakfast? A jalapeno bagel with 
plain cream cheese and orange juice.
Favorite Harry Potter character?  
Albus Dumbledore.

BIANCA WASHINGTON
What kind of tree would you be?  
A Maple tree.
Favorite breakfast? Grits and bacon.
Favorite Harry Potter character?  
Lord Voldemort.
Favorite dog? Shih Tzu.

ZEYU ZHENG
What kind of sandwich would you be?  
Tuna sandwich.
What kind of tree would you be? Maple tree.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Harry Potter.
Favorite dog? Collie.

BILL ZHOU
What kind of tree would you be?  
The Whomping Willow.
Favorite breakfast? Pop-Tarts.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Harry Potter.
Favorite dog? Husky.

bostontip.com

Write for Teens in Prin
t!

➡

➡

BUZZ
GREGORY JEAN-LOUIS
What kind of sandwich would you be? PB&J.
Favorite breakfast? A freshly-baked croissant 
with sausage and cheese.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Cho Chang.
Favorite Dog? Rottweiler.

ODELYNE LAMOUR
What kind of sandwich would you be?  
Meatball sandwich.
What kind of tree would you be? Palm tree.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Harry Potter.
Favorite dog? White Yorkie.

TUONGVY LE
What kind of sandwich would you be?  
Bologna sandwich.
What kind of tree would you be?  
Weeping Willow.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Harry Potter. 
Favorite dog? Schnoodle. 

VANESSA LEE
What kind of sandwich would you be? Nutella 
and peanut butter sandwich. 
What kind of tree would you be? A Canopy tree 
in the Rainforest. 
Favorite Skittle? M&M’s.
Favorite Harry Potter character? Ron Weasley. 
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culture club culture club

C hristina Samedi, 15, from 
Dorchester, said she used to 
plank because it’s creative 
and you can do it basically 

anywhere. Samedi said she once planked 
with five people at the same time in the 
park, and they all got on top of each other 
on the slide.

	 “It was crazy,” she said.

	 Planking is blowing up the news these 
days. Some say it’s another instance of 
why the youth culture is in trouble. Many 
say the act of planking originated in the 
last decade as the “lying-down game,” dur-
ing which participants find unusual places 
to park themselves on their stomachs like 
wooden planks, take photographs, and 
post them on the Internet.

	  Teens say planking can be fun but 
really dangerous. An Australian man by the 

name of Acton Beale, 20, plunged to his 
death earlier this year after planking on a 
balcony railing.

	 Samedi said she was not fearful of 
planking, just grew tired of it. 

	 “I believe that planking is stupid 
because who wants to lay on a flat sur-
face and take pictures like it’s cute,” said 
Breaunna Arthur, 16, who attends school 
at the West Roxbury Education Complex.

	  Arthur also thinks it’s disrespectful 
to African-Americans because planking 
recalls how they used to keep slaves 
stowed on a boat.

	 “I find planking a waste of time,” she 
said, “and another dangerous and stupid 
thing that has been brought to the youth 
life.” ■

Planking
The lowdown on the lying-down craze
By Jesmarie Figueroa // Staff Writer

Getting married: handpicked 
or from the heart?
By Marmarin Nasirahmad // Staff Writer

▲ AFH photo by Jane Carper

M aynor Rojas, 15, from  
Boston Community 
Leadership Academy, 
thinks that love mar-

riages are better than arranged ones.

	 “The two people can pick the person 
that they want to spend their life with,” 
says Rojas.

	 Many teenagers believe that you have 
to be familiar enough with the person -- 
and love them -- to get married.

	 “When you get to know a person 
for a longer time, things can work out 
easier,” says Genesis Diaz, 14, from BCLA.  
“Because when there's love or a little 
background story there's a big chance that 
things are going to be successful.”

	  An arranged marriage is when your 
parents or other elders choose your mate. 
These days, arranged marriages are 
still being practiced in places like India, 

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Africa, and the 
Middle East. A love marriage is when you 
pick the person you think is right for you. 

	 A March article in the Daily Mail news-
paper online quotes specialists saying that 
arranged marriages last longer than love 
marriages. The reasoning is that as time 
goes by, people’s love gets stronger for 
those in arranged marriages because they 
were carefully chosen for compatibility 
while those in love marriages -- perhaps 
driven only by pure passion -- grow apart.

	 Seventeen-year-old Kenneth Ortiz, 
from BCLA, can see the logic. “I'm sure 
parents make sure to pick the best mate 
for their son or daughter,” he says.

	 Rojas believes there is another rea-
son: “They have to stay with that person 
and don’t get divorced because of their 
religion or their parents’ honor.” ■

Residents of fast food  
nation: super-size me!
By Celine Briggs // Staff Writer

F ourteen-year-old Alexis Assad, 
from Boston Latin Academy, 
says she goes to McDonald’s 
at least twice a week.

	 “Whenever my mom isn’t home and 
there isn’t anything to eat, I go out and 
eat,” she says. 

	 This is the case 
with a lot of teenag-
ers. Many of them 
go out and buy fast 
food, just because 
it’s quick and easy.

	 Fifteen-year-old 
Keiana Cox, who 
goes to BLA, says 
her parents don’t 
care that she buys fast food. 

	 “If my mother cooks something that 
I don't eat or like, she'll give me money to 
buy something,” she says. 

	 Nowadays, there are fast-food res-

taurants everywhere. This could be a rea-
son why teens eat so much junk food. 

	 "Almost every day in the morning, 
I go to the Dunkin' Donuts to buy a hot 
chocolate and chocolate-frosted donuts,” 
says Ariana Acuna, a freshman at BLA. 

“It’s right down 
the street from 
my house.” 

	 Health spe-
cialists say that 
fast-food can 
lead to a number 
of problems, 
such as heart 
disease, diabe-
tes, and obesity.

	 Still, Assad says she is not worried.

	 "I do think fast food is unhealthy,” 
says Assad, “but at the same time, I don't 
think me eating it is affecting me in any 
way since I’m still very young.” ■

Flipping the personality switch
A swing of moods
By Adriana Gedeon // Staff Writer

A s school gets back in ses-
sion, teens like Fave Erase, 
16, say their mood is bound 
to change as early alarms 

and more homework become frequent. 

	 “My personality is different from 
school in the summer because in the 
summer I am more calm and some-
times…get time to be alone,” says Erase, 
who goes to Brighton High. 

	 Many teens experience mood 
swings, sometimes throughout the same 
day. But teens report that school is not 
the only thing that has an effect on their 
personality switches. Sleep, hunger, and 
friends and family can also change the 
way they act. 

	 Summer Renee, 14, a resident of 
Mattapan, wakes up on a given morning 
feeling tired and groggy due to lack of 

deep sleep, which sets her mood for the 
entire day. 

	 “On an average morning, I still feel 
tired and hungry because whenever I 
wake up, I always want to eat some-
thing,” says Renee.

	 Teens say they often get up in the 
morning either hungry or tired.  “I am 
always tired in the mornings because I 
might not get enough rest or just want-
ing to sleep all day long,” says Erase.

	 According to research from the 
Mayo Clinic, puberty changes the time 
frame in which a teenager goes to bed, 
often delaying sleepiness until at least 
11 o’clock at night. Staying up late to 
study or talk with friends and then wak-
ing up early for school can destroy sleep-
ing habits. 

	 Erase says she gets about six hours 
of sleep a night, and she is not alone. In 
a recent study published in the Journal 
of School Health, more than 90 percent 
of teens reported getting less than the 
recommended nine hours of sleep a 
night for their age bracket, and ten per-
cent of them reported sleeping even less 
than six hours a night. 

	 Knoah Erase, 14, of Roslindale, 
says the amount of sleep she gets and 
the people she interacts with influence 
her frame of mind. 

	 “At the end of the day, my mood is 
either happy or aggravated,” she says. 
“What makes my mood change is certain 
people [who make me angry], and then 
my best friends, who always cheer me 
up.” ■

S am Han, 18, got a tattoo when he 
was a preteen. It was of the Pokémon 
Pidgey and a rising sun. “I was younger, 
Pokémon was cool back then, but now 

it’s boring and insignificant,” says Han, who goes 
to Boston Latin School.

	 As he got older, the tatt became played out 
and childish. He has a new tattoo over it of a hawk 
with cherry blossoms around it. This new tattoo, he 
says, reflects what he’s feeling now. 

      Some teens see a cool tattoo and then, boom, 
they want one, too. “It’s a stupid trend, they do it 
because Wiz Khalifa said ‘Ink my whole body/Ink 
my, ink my whole body’ in his song,” says 18-year-
old Saul Nunez, from the John D. O’Bryant School 
of Math & Science.

 	 Sky Justin Winchester, a 35-year-old tattoo 
artist at Chameleon Tattoo & Body Piercing, in 
Cambridge, says about 5 to 10 percent of the peo-
ple who walk in for tattoos later regret what they 
got. The younger the person, he says, the more 

they have second thoughts.

	  Laser removal is an option, but it can be 
expensive. The New Beauty Laser Centers online 
site says: “Laser tattoo removal pricing is depen-
dent on the size and number of areas being treat-
ed. Prices start from $150 and up per session.”

	 If you can’t afford that, there’s Smart Cover’s 
concealing tattoo makeup, which can be removed 
with soap and water. It advertises: “Look your best 
for under $30!”

	 It’s crazy, though, because it’s not legal for 
people under 18 to ink their body in the city. 
Teens, however, are getting ink at underground tat-
too parties and from people who have small, self-
employed businesses. 

	 Nenser Krua, 16, of BLS, has a different way 
to go. “Temporary tattoos are better,” says Krua. 
“You can go back to yourself when they go away, 

no regrets.” ■

Think before you ink

Tatt’s life
By Givona J. Dietz // Staff Writer

▲ AFH photo by Jake Cross
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Profile of a high school dropout
By Leidy Garay // Staff Writer

Viewing cultures through the prism of color

Made in the shade
By Alejandro Martinez // Staff Writer

A ngel Rodriguez, 17, used to 
go to East Boston High. He 
dropped out when he was 16 
because, he said, he hated the 

teachers giving him orders. He did it without 
planning; he said he just felt like doing it. 

 He is one of thousands of students 
statewide who walk away from school.

 Rodriguez is a guy who never really 
liked school at all, but he believes that he 
can make his own future, anyway.

 “My goal is to open a business of auto 
mechanic,” said Rodriguez, who lives in 
Eastie. 

 He said his parents' reaction wasn’t 
very good when he told them he was leaving 
school. Some days later, he decided to tell 
them about his life plans.

 “My parents take it, and as long as I 
move on, they didn’t mind,” Rodriguez said. 

 Rodriguez said he got his General 
Education Diploma (GED).  Still, he said that 
sometimes he regrets dropping out, and not 

continuing with his studies, in the area of 

business. 

  “I know that if I stayed in school I 

could get a better job and have a diploma, 

which was going to take me to a good col-

lege," he said.  

 Rodriguez has thought about going 

back to school, but it is hard because he 

was working as a dishwasher in a restau-

rant. “I feel independent,” he said, “but I 

don’t feel happy about it since now I am 

responsible for my acts, and I need to pay 

my own bills.”

 Rodriguez knows that teens leave 

school for many reasons, but he has 

some advice.

  “They think dropping out is good, but 

that is not true,” he said. “It’s better to 

stay in school to have a better life in the 

future.” ■

Fakin’ a rough upbringing

Hard knock lies
By Brianna Gray // Staff Writer

S ixteen-year-old George Lee from 
Hyde Park says that people in 
his school pretend to act tough 
and to be from somewhere they 

are not.

 “There are these two girls who act 
hard but really they are from Hyde Park,” 
Lee says. “They think they are from the 
’hood but they are really not.”

 Like the song from Jay-Z called the 
“Hard Knock Life,“ many teens go through 
certain challenges in life and have to deal 
with the hands that they’re given. Still, 
there are other teens who just act this way 
since this is a popular thing to do.

 Teens and others know what a real 
hard knock life is.

 “Probably if you grow up with a single 

parent and you’re the oldest of four 
brothers and sisters,” says Stanley 
Cazeau, 16, from Hyde Park.

 “People that live in shelters, 
can’t get jobs, and cannot sup-
port their family,” says 21-year-old 
Orlando Zayas from Dorchester.

 Even some rappers fake it, too. 
They lie about being in gangs, fi ght-
ing, and even selling drugs. They 
do it just to make money, but some 
teens say it sends the wrong mes-
sage.

 “It makes black people look bad, and 
just because he has tattoos, he is a gang-
banger,” says Cazeau. “A lot of rappers in 
their music videos they talk about what 
they have to go through and when you look 

at the high school yearbook, it does not 
connect to that.”

 Many teens get infl uenced by this. 
They wear skinny jeans hanging from their 
bottoms, sport short Mohawks, and talk 
like they are in rap videos. 

 Many teens think that since certain 
people live like this that it is the right way 
to be. But Zayas has news for the younger 
crowd.

 “Just be yourself and act the way you 
were raised,” he says. ■

▲ AFH photo by Carolyn Rochalski

 “I know that if I stayed in school I could 
get a better job and have a diploma, 

which was going to take me 
to a good college.”

S pring is on its way. Children 
are lining up, waiting 
patiently to fasten their red-
and-white objects to trees at 

the fi rst sign of the season’s stork.

  This would be the scenery in 
Bulgaria during the celebration of Baba 
Marta in March. This annual event, 
says Boston Latin School student Ivana 
Ivanova, 17, is a tradition.

 “We have always done it,” says 
Ivanova. “The color…is important 
because the color red represents that 
spring is coming. We also use it for 
good luck for our crops that season.”

 According to visual-data journalist 
David McCandless, in Western tradi-
tion we use the color red to represent 
things like anger, danger, and love; for 
jealousy, it’s the color green. 

 It’s important to know that dif-
ferent cultures use different colors to 
express different feelings.

 In America, we wouldn’t imagine 

wearing white to a funeral. But in plac-
es like Pakistan, for example, wearing 
black to a funeral could be considered 
disrespectful toward the dead. 

 Boston Community Leadership 
Academy student Tayyaba Manal 
Nizam, 18, who is from Pakistan, says: 
“People wear the color white to funer-
als as a sign of respect. In Pakistani 
culture, white represents peace. You 
aren’t supposed to wear a bright color 
because it will show that you’re happy, 
but a lighter or softer color would be 
best.”

 Things are different in Haiti. 
According to the National Association 
of School Psychologists, the wearing of 
bright colors such as red there is not 
considered an expression of mourning. 
It is better to wear dark colors such as 
blue, purple, and brown at a funeral. 

  “In Haiti if you wear red to a wake 
or funeral it makes people think you 
had something to do with the person’s 

death,” says Jessica Charles, 17, who 
goes to BLS.

 One of the most common ways 
people use colors is to symbolize their 
countries. 

 In Pakistan during the August 14 
Independence Day, you will fi nd many 
people wearing the white and green of 
the national fl ag, the green represent-
ing prosperity and peace. But these 
colors also send another message. 
According to worldfl ags101.com, green 
is the traditional color of Islam, and the 
smaller strip of white represents the 
non-Muslim, minority, religious groups 
of Pakistan.

 It is important to understand the 
meanings and messages that colors 
send across the world. 

 “When attending social events 
outside of your culture,” says Charles, 
“you should be aware of not only what 
type of clothing, but what color. It may 
have some signifi cance behind it.” ■

Teens on Facebook: privacy, shmivacy
By Geraldine Vittini // Staff Writer

▲ AFH photo by Bill Le

B oston Latin School 16-year-
old Rani Pan does not agree 
with the current trend of 
starting a new relationship 

through Facebook: “Flirting can’t really be 
done on Facebook. A big part of flirting is 
using body language; you’re in a relation-
ship with their body, not their computer.”

 Facebook is both a blessing and a 
curse: It provides an easy way to communi-
cate and find long-lost friends, and is indis-
pensable for sharing photos and news. But 
this sharing can go too far, as evidenced 
by the alarming rise in revealing status 
updates, pictures, and wall posts. 

  This carelessness for privacy and its 
preservation, some say, could be poten-
tially harmful or even destructive. Beacon 
Hill resident Emilie Slotine, 17, says: “Too 
revealing is whenever a person feels like 

their privacy is being violated. There isn’t 
just one limit - it depends on the person. 
It’s subjective.”

 Many teens feel that loss of privacy is 
no real concern. Only a small percentage 
of the population -- seven percent, accord-
ing to a survey by The Ponemon Institute 
cited by msnbc.msn.com -- change any 
behaviors to protect their privacy. 

 “People, especially young people, are 
losing any notion of privacy. We are steadi-
ly becoming a surveillance society,” says 
Kade Crockford, privacy rights coordinator 
with the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Massachusetts. “People now, more than 
ever, need to be careful of what they put 
on social networking sites like Facebook.”

 Crockford maintains that this readi-
ness to share is simultaneously occurring 
with the strict scrutiny that the government 

is enforcing, such as traffic and crime 
cameras -- creating an atmosphere where 
Americans feel as though it is becoming 
less and less worthwhile to keep their 
privacy. 

 “Whatever you write [on Facebook] 
can be seen by anyone -- employers can 
see anything,” says Crockford. 

 What measures can teens take to 
maintain their anonymity? In this case, 
less is more: adjusting Facebook pages to 
show their private details to only friends, 
and not putting all their information online, 
for example.

 Boston Latin Academy student 
Humzah Mahmood, 16, says, “I just make 
sure that I add only people I know or 
recognize. I make sure I don’t cross any 
boundaries -- I know my limits.” ■▲ Photo by AFH▲ AFH photo by Alice Tran
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FASHION FIVE-O

P erfectly polished nails, new 
Coach purses, the latest 
Hollister T-shirts, and the 
top smart phones are with 

the trendy students as they walk with their 
friends through the school halls, and out  
to lunch. 

	 According to 16-year-old Takiyah White, 
the popular cliques in school are disliked by 
many, and only lead to obnoxiousness and a 
feeling of mental superiority.

	 “I can’t stand popular people because 
they consider themselves better than all 
other people,” says White, who lives in  
Hyde Park.

	 In contemporary America, teenage 
approval is constantly affecting people’s 
mindsets, especially in schools. Different 
groups of teens associate with those who 
share things in common. Males who love 
sports would be categorized as “jocks,”  
students who strive for excellence in aca-
demics would be considered “nerds,” and 
those who are adored by many and claim to 
have the latest fashion are referred to  

as “being popular.”

	  Rockii Aurelien, 17, says that being 
recognized around town is the source of his 
acclaim.

	  “I know everyone in Boston and people 
give me respect,” says Aurelien, who lives in 
Hyde Park.

	 Many people have their own definitions 
of popularity because its true meaning is  
so wide.

	 Sixteen-year-old Dominique Regine 
Cave, of Dorchester, says you can be 
acknowledged far and wide but still lack 
true connections.

	 “Popularity is when you are known by 
a lot of people but they aren’t really your 
friends,” says Cave.

	 Some feel that striving to be popular 
can cause teens to lose sight of what they 
believe, think, and feel as opposed to what 
others want them to be.

	 “When you’re popular,” says White, 
“people act as if you’re superior and you 
begin to feel that way.” ■

Defining teen popularity

What’s your status?
By Bianca Washington // Staff Writer

M any teenagers get 
beaten up in front of 
other students. I’m sure 
everyone has seen a 

fight in school or outside. I have seen kids 
getting beaten up at my high school and 
one thing that I do not understand is why 
students get so excited when they see  
a fight.

	 “They want to see the other person 
get beat up maybe because they don’t 
like that person or because they support 
their friend,” says Klea Hima, 15, who 
goes to the John D. O’Bryant School of 
Math & Science.

	 When two people fight, nobody tries 
to stop them. People just stand by and 
cheer the person they want to win.

	  “People don’t try to stop it because 

they might get in trouble, too,” says Hima. 

	 Some fights start from little things, 

because of the way people look at each 

other. Every small thing develops into a 

big conflict. There are Boston pages on 

Facebook that provoke people to battle by 

putting two pictures up and saying: “Who 

do you think would win a fight?”

	 Some people enjoy seeing others get-

ting hurt; some don’t. Some teens don’t 

try to halt it because they think it’s not 

their business. Still, one person cannot 

end it alone.

	 When two teens are fighting, people 

should not be for it. They should try to  

end it. ■

Fighting words
By Marmarin Nasirahmad // Staff Writer

M any teen girls love hav-
ing their nails done. But 
the plain, one-color look 
is not what a growing 

number of Boston teens are doing any-
more. Sixteen-year-old Christina Michel, 
of Boston Latin Academy, says, “I noticed 
painting one finger a different color was 
really popular once I saw pictures of girls 
doing it on Facebook.” 

	 Some of the people doing it have no 
clue where this trend really came from. 

	 “I have no idea who started it,” says 
Michaela Leach, 17, from BLA. “My step-
mother got me hip.” 

	 In fact, the origin of this nail art 
apparently comes from celebrities Vanessa 
Hudgens and Victoria Justice. They started 
doing it on the red carpet and paparazzi 
and fashion reporters zoomed-in on their 
nails. According to an article last year in 
Cosmopolitan magazine: “Victoria Justice 
and Vanessa Hudgens painted eight fin-
gers in one shade and the other two in a 
gorgeous metallic. It’s just enough to catch 
your eye and guarantee you have the [best] 

mani in the room.”

     You can do it with a French manicure 

or you can go bold and use solid colors. 

Whichever way you go, your ring-finger nail 

bling is bound to sparkle and pop.

	 “I’ve done, like, a French mani with 

a design on the ring finger and the other 

eight fingers completely one color,” says 

16-year-old Vanessa Medor, from Boston 

Latin School. 

     Not only are girls doing this with their 

fingernails, they are also doing it with their 

toes. They use the same two colors as on 

their hands, with the big toe bearing the 

stand-out shade. 

     	 Some Boston teens have started 

switching this up. In an effort to be unique, 

they are still doing the same overall style 

with their nails, but have decided to start 

making a different finger or toe a separate 

color from the rest. ■

Nailing down a new look

Digit design
By Givona J. Dietz // Staff Writer

M idriff shirts showing bel-
ly-button piercings, short 
shorts, mini dresses, 
and cleavage exposure 

are just a few of the sure signs that sum-
mer and its warm-weather aftermath are 
in session. 

	 As temperatures rise, many female 
teens tend to take the weather to the 
extreme of exposing their bodies. Is heat 
the reason for the skimpy clothing or is it 
simply sex appeal?

	 Lindsay Doren, 15, from Hyde Park, 
says that during summertime, female 
clothing is scanty in order to impress the 
opposite sex.

	 “Yes, they want to look sexy and 
seductive,” says Doren. “Summer is  

full of romance.” 

	 Eighteen-year-old Jean Isme, of 
Mattapan, says that different girls wear 
different clothing -- depending on  
the type of person they are.

	 “Booty shorts, shirts that show  
more skin -- but it depends which 
female,” says Isme.

	 According to a 2010 article in 
the Journal of International Women’s 
Studies, a survey of 321 college students 
found that 82.1 percent of the females 
identified a liking of a revealing look in 
clothing as their primary motive for don-
ning it. A desire to appear attractive was 
picked by 72% of the women as their 
second reason. Only 3.2% said they had 
wanted to arouse men with their type  

of clothing.

	 Waverly Williams, 16, believes women 
want to impress with their dress, but how 
it’s done is what matters.

	 “All females like to be noticed but in 
different ways,” says Williams, who lives in 
Dorchester. “Some wear certain clothing 
that shows off a lot of skin because they 
want to gain a lot of attention…but other 
women wear nice and pretty clothing that 
doesn’t show too much skin that is nice, 
classy, and respectable.” 

	 Teens say it’s important to dress to 
please yourself rather than others.

	 “I personally dress appropriately 
because of my body and self esteem,” says 
Doren, “but I try to look cute, too.” ■

Hot-weather wardrobes that sizzle
By Bianca Washington // Staff Writer

culture club
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C ynthia Eloi, 15, from 
Mattapan, says online shop-
ping is the best thing ever. 
She gets almost everything 

online, from shoes to clothes to technology. 
To pay for it, she uses her parents’ credit 
card, and they let her.

 	 “My parents think that since I’m 15, 
I’m very responsible, and anytime I feel like 
I need something new, I take their credit 
card and buy something new,” she says. 
“They trust me because I have never maxed 
out their card.”

	 In 2010 
alone, more 
than 4 million 
teens shopped 
online -- com-
pared to 3.4 
million in 2009, 
according to 
a report from 
eMarketer quot-
ed by the Agile 
Dudes social 
media solutions 
website.

	 Though her eyes spark up when she 
speaks about online shopping, Eloi says 
she’s not addicted. 

	 “I buy things that I really need,” she 
says. “When I can’t fit….I buy some new 
clothes. If I want a new electronic that just 

came out, like a new iPod touch, I just get 
that and sell my old iPod on eBay.”

	 Karanda Whitfield, 14, from 
Dorchester, says she enjoys shopping 
online, too.

	 “I buy everything,” she says. “I buy 
shoes, clothes, electronics, and hair prod-
ucts. I honestly think shopping online is 
cheaper.”

	 Whitfield thinks it’s even better than 
shopping at the mall.

 	 “When I saw 
how great it was 
to get anything 
you want by one 
search,” she 
says, “I started 
doing it more 
often with my 
parents’ permis-
sion.” 

	  On the other 
hand, 15-year-
old Shanice 
Dunkley is not a 

big fan of shopping on the Internet.

	 “It’s too much hassle,” says Dunkley, 
who lives in Roxbury. “What’s the point of 
buying something online when it takes ages 
to come? Sometimes the things do not fit 
your body how you want. I would rather go 
to a mall or store where I can just see how 
the clothing fits, and buy it right away.” ■

Online buying
By Nicola Briggs // Staff Writer

I f you’re a girl looking for cute 
and affordable clothes, two ideal 
places for you to shop are Tello’s 
and Madrag. 

	 According to 17-year-old Stephanie 
Cabral, of South Boston, Tello’s is her 
choice because, “their clothes are cute 
and sexy” and “they have good sales 
sometimes.” 	

	 Meanwhile, Marsha Ripert, 17, of 

Roslindale, prefers Madrag.

	 “They have the bomb clearance 
sales,” says Ripert. 

	 But what about the guys? Well, 
18-year-old Jaydee Flemmings, from 
Dorchester, likes H&M.

	 “They’re all about that urban look,” 
says Flemmings. 	  	

	 Derrick Benjamin, 17, agrees that the 

store is a popular spot. 

	 “More people wear clothes from H&M 
nowadays because they have the look that 
everybody is going for,” says Benjamin, 
who lives in Dorchester. 

	 Are you more of a rocker? Then Hot 
Topic should be your next stop. Olivia 
Thomes, 17, from Dorchester, says she 
likes to shop there because it has more of 
her feel.

	  “Especially for jewelry and acces-
sories -- bags, belts, hats, whatever,” says 
Thomes.

	 Seventeen-year-old Karina Valdez, 
from Hyde Park, describes the clothes  
from Hot Topic as “colorful, pretty, and  
different.”

	 Clothes from these stores are in style 
today, but if you’re not looking for that, 
then go shop wherever. ■

In-store browsing
By Nagid Craig // Staff Writer

A t her quinceanera in June, 
Katiria Andujar was put 
together just so: frilly dress, 
long wavy hair, and a huge 

crown that made her look like Miss 
Universe. Underneath was an accessory 
that topped it all off: her beloved orange 
Converse sneakers.

	 Andujar aims to be the Converse 
Queen of Fields Corner. Her number one 
favorite sneaker brand is Converse. Her 
goal is to collect every single color; cur-
rently she owns 12 pairs. 

	 It has almost been a year since she 
began to collect Converse. Of course, her 
first were black. 

	 “I started to collect them because 
I just loved the sneaker and it’s so me,” 
says Andujar, who goes to Madison Park 
High School. “I just love the colorful thing, 
and I find it shows what I’m all about with 
colors.”

	 So far, Andujar has spent a little over 
$200 on buying Converse, and the rest 

were gifts for Christmas and her birthday. 

	 She takes one or two days of every 
month to wash them, either in the morning 
or afternoon. She takes a toothbrush and 
a bowl that contains water mixed with dish 
soap and scrubs the white rubber part 
clean. 

	 Andujar says that Converse are afford-
able -- they can be had on sale for $30 -- 
stay in style, and can be very rich in tone. 
Therefore, she believes, they are better 
than other sneaker brands. It doesn’t mat-
ter how old they are -- unlike, say, Jordans, 
where everyone wants to have the most 
recent edition. People would still wear beat 
Converse and find them in style, while oth-
ers think if their Nikes, Jordans, or adidas 
look nasty they have to get rid of them. 

	 “I don’t think I’m going to get tired of 
them because whether they are in style or 
not,” says Andujar, “Converse is what I like, 
what I wear, and I will always keep buying 
them.” ■

Kickin’ it with the Converse Queen
By Amarielis Morales // Staff Writer
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Z ack Louissaint, a 14-year-old 
freshman at Boston Latin 
School, said snapback hats 
are what’s in style now, and 

he frequently wears them. 

 	 “It’s like the domino effect,” Louissant 
said. “One does it, then everyone follows 
along with it,” 

 	 Today, many teenagers all over Boston 
are wearing the same thing; Nike socks 
with Nike or adidas sandals, G-shocks for 
watches, and snapbacks. Once an every-
day thing in the ‘80s and early ‘90s, the 
snapback is back in fashion.

 	 Snapbacks are different from regular 
baseball hats. Unlike the previously trendy 
fitted caps, they have an adjustable plastic 
strap on the back, with holes for setting 
the size. 

 	 Many teens say they buy them to 
match their clothes and not because of 
what the hat stands for. One size fits all, 
which makes consumers happy because 
they’ll always have their dimensions.

 	 Snapbacks range in price from $10 
to $30. Dion Augustin, 14, owns five snap-
backs, and said he is constantly saving 
money to add to his collection. 

 	 “They’re the best thing out,” said 
Augustin, who goes to Brighton High. “Each 
hat has a certain outfit it goes with. I just 
hope they don’t go away like they did in  
the ’90s.”

 	 Snapbacks have gotten a boost in 
popularity from being worn by celebrities. 
Chris Brown said he and others are advo-
cates for the new head gear, telling MTV 
News:  “We brought the snapbacks back.” 

 	 But not all Boston teens are in love 

with the hats. Joshua Pierre-Jean, of BLS, 

said he disapproves of the direction.

 	 “I bought a couple, then sold them. 

I’m not wearing them anymore,” Pierre-
Jean said. “Snapbacks are officially played 
out in my eyes. I see everyone getting one 
whether they like it or not, and that’s not 
swag.” ■

FASHION FIVE-O
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Snapback caps are back
By Gregory Jean-Louis // Staff Writer

Shop ’til 
you drop
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Arts & EntertainmenT

R ichard Paschal, a sopho-
more at Fenway High School, 
is disappointed in today’s 
lineup of cartoons.

	 “They were much better when I was 
younger,” he says. “They should have 
stayed the way they were.”

	  If you were born in the ‘90’s, you 
know all the classic cartoons you loved to 
watch all day in your diapers, and, later, 
older attire. 

	 “Back then, they were funnier and 
cooler, but now they just have annoying 
cartoons that make no sense like ‘Fanboy 
& Chum Chum,’ ” says Evyn Gregorio, 15, 
from Mattapan.   

 	 “Invader Zim” is the favorite cartoon 
from those days for David Ruiz, a sopho-
more at the Edward M. Kennedy Academy 
for Heath Careers. Paschal still watches 
“Courage the Cowardly Dog” when it occa-
sionally airs. Gregorio preferred “Rugrats” 
back in the day. 

	 The jokes in these shows were age 
appropriate and some even taught life les-
sons, but newer cartoons, teens say, are 
not a good influence on younger children.

	  “It’s more disgusting comedy,” says 
Paschal, “like only gross things can make 
kids laugh now.”

	 Teens lament the loss of epic car-
toons like “Doug,” when you used to tie a 
blanket on your back and hope you could 
fly like him. Or “Johnny Bravo,” the guy who 
had the looks but couldn’t get any of the 
girls because of his attitude.

	 Night owls, however, might be able 
to catch some of the old-time shows that 
once filled living rooms with laughter. 	
According to an article in the New York 
Times, Nickelodeon this summer began 
broadcasting repeats of shows geared 
toward young adults that played in the 
’90s. Weeknights between 12 a.m. and 4 
a.m., the network is airing episodes of “All 
That,” “Kenan & Kel,” “Clarissa Explains It 
All,” and the cartoon, “Doug.”

	  Ruiz said he is sad that a new gen-
eration of kids won’t have the chance to 
grow up with all the classic cartoons he 
loved. 

	  “They won’t know what real comedy 
is,” said Ruiz, “and they are just going to 
have a bad sense of humor.” ■

Cartoons today: nothing to laugh at
By Ariana Martinez// Staff Writer

S ixteen-year-old Veronica Lopez-
Doherty, who attends school 
at the West Roxbury Education 
Complex, has always watched 

“The Simpsons” with her family. “They are 
funny because of the situations they get 
into,” she says. 

	 Created by Matt Groening with a 
debut in 1989, “The Simpsons” is an ani-
mated series that displays the average life 
of a working-class American family, whose 
dysfunctionality is the key to their unique 
humor and unbeatable popularity. The 
series will begin broadcasting its 23d sea-
son in late September. What is the secret 
to the show’s success?

	 “The Simpsons are dramatic 
about everything,” says 17-year-old 
Stephen Lang, from Hyde Park. 

	 Lang watches the show all the 
time, and is very knowledgeable 
about each of the family members: 
“Homer is dumb, but things always 
turn out good for him, and the baby 
is quiet but she speaks through her 
actions. I like Lisa because she equal-
izes the situations.” 

	 “The Simpsons” is known for 
being the longest-running American 
animated program. The show has 
its own star on the Hollywood Walk 

of Fame. It has had such a success in 
American society that Homer’s catch 
phrase “D’oh” was added to The New 
Oxford Dictionary of English in 1998.

	 Though it started in the US, “The 
Simpsons” has kept going throughout 
the world to become an international 
phenomenon.  It has been dubbed in 
many languages, including Spanish, 
Portuguese, Japanese, Arabic, French, 
and German. 

	 With political humor, the episodes 
portray real problems happening in our 
world today, and that is what makes the 
family so in demand. ■

Don’t have a cow
“The Simpsons” is still going strong
By Fatima Adjout // Staff Writer
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Arts & EntertainmenT

I n recent years, there has been a 
growing trend of different styles of 
music that have proven to be popu-
lar to the general public; jazz, rock, 

and rap music have all been successful in 
appealing to the youth demographic.  
	 However, there is a different genre of 
music on the rise, surprisingly catchy and 
slowly gaining more credibility amongst 
teenagers, especially those with the clos-

est connections to its roots: K-pop.

 	 “Finally, there is a type of pop that 
all Asians can relate to and express them-
selves with, instead of American pop,” says 
17-year-old Boston Latin Academy student 
Quyen Nguyen. 

	 K-pop, originating in South Korea, 
is the abbreviation for “Korean pop” 
or “Korean popular music,” which has 
become more and more recognized as a 

worthy alternative to American music.

	 Through talent agencies, aspiring 
K-pop artists often attend an apprentice-
ship period lasting at least two years, 
during which they perfect their singing 
voices, learn how to dance, study different 
languages -- all as they are still in school.  
As a result of their hard work, some have 
earned the right to work with mega-artists 
like Kanye West and Flo Rida.

	 Still, despite its success in America, 
many of the comments posted on YouTube 
about K-pop are not without racist 
remarks. 

	 Like American music, there are those 
within the K-pop industry whose music 
consists of only a specific style. The com-
pany SM Entertainment produces groups 
such as SNSD that reign over “bubblegum 
pop.” YG Entertainment’s backing of acts 
like Big Bang and 2NE1 have broken the 
American music barrier with hip-hop and 
rap-oriented music as a result of their 
concrete and fluent English, gaining even 
the attention of Black Eyed Peas member 
Will.i.am, who is producing 2NE1’s English 
album to promote their debut in America.

 	 "At first, I didn't like it very much, as it 
was very different from my taste,” says Lily 

Whelan, a 16-year old student at Boston 
Latin School.  “However, I have grown to 
enjoy listening to it over time. It’s wrong to 
judge music by the country that makes it. 
You don’t have to understand the words to 
like the beat."

 	 Of course, the core of the audience 
is comprised of Asians (not just Koreans!) 
who have listened to, enjoyed, and even 
obsessed over K-pop for years. 

	 Fifteen-year-old BLA student Hanh 
Nguyen has only listened to K-pop for two 
years and counting. She says it was hard 
for her to transition from popular American 
music. For beginners, she suggests start-
ing off by listening to groups such as Big 
Bang and 2NE1.

 	 "I really hated K-pop at first," says 
Nguyen. “I still hate some of the artists 
that don't fit my criteria. But some of them, 
like Big Bang and 2NE1, have made me 
realize that Asians have musical talent that 
appeals to young adults.”

	 It is obvious that K-pop fans around 
the world are saying in unanimous agree-
ment: “Asians into K-pop have swag.” ■

What’s popping? K-pop!
By TuongVy Le // Staff Writer

L ooking determined, the red 
bird hops onto the slingshot. 
His friends are behind him, 
cheering him on. On the oppo-

site side, green pigs laugh and snort, hid-
den in a shelter built out of wood, glass, or 
stone. The bird flies… and misses the pigs! 
It’s time to press the re-try button, again.

	 Sound familiar? Millions of people 
are spending their time on Angry Birds, 
one of the most trendy video games today. 
According to the Los Angeles Times, it 
has sold more than 200 million copies on 
various platforms since its release in late 
2009. At one time, according to Apple, 
Angry Birds was the most popular paid app 
for the iPhone. 

	 For those who are not familiar with 
the game, the objective is to fling different 

birds via sling-
shot into shelters 
where pigs are 
hiding. You com-
plete the level 
when all the 
pigs are killed. 
They stole the 
bird eggs, after 
all. The game is 
simple  
to play, so why 
are so many 
people around 
the world seem-
ingly addicted?

	 “It’s a puzzle game and encourages 
people to try harder. It also rewards you 
with new birds with special abilities so 

you can plan 
new strategies,” 
says Anton Xue, 
14, who attends 
Boston Latin 
School.  

	 Different col-
ored birds can fly 
faster, explode, 
drop bombs, or 
split into three. 
Each bird is used 
to destroy differ-
ent materials and 
requires lots of 

strategy. 

	 With the completion of every level, 
players are given a star rating depend-
ing on the points scored, so many people 

will replay levels to achieve the maximum 
three stars. 

	 The game also offers hidden golden 
eggs to find in levels. With all these fea-
tures, one can expect to spend a lot of 
time on Angry Birds.

	 However, not all players are getting 
obsessed. Haniu Ren, 14, from BLS, says: 
“It’s fun at first, but then it gets boring.” 
Classmate Gabe Morse, 14, says the game 
is repetitive:  “You’re doing the same thing, 
just flinging birds at pigs.” 

	 So, will the popularity last? No one 
knows, but the game is thriving. There are 
spinoffs, plus toy and clothing lines.

	  Angry Birds has made itself into a 
giant franchise and hopes to keep that 
going for years to come. ■

Angry Birds: hogging the spotlight
By Bill Zhou // Staff Writer
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ENDGAME

T his summer, with the 
showing of the film 
“Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 2,” 

an extraordinary franchise came to a 
close. Whether you are a fan or not, 
you cannot deny that Harry Potter has 
arguably been the most successful 
and influential series of books and 
movies in history. 

	 Teenagers of this generation were 
raised with Harry Potter either right 
in their hearts or at least in the back-
burner of their lives. Still, opinions 
do vary about what the final ending 
means.

	 Karina Pena, 17, grew up with Harry 
Potter stories and cinema and is truly feel-
ing the grief.

	  “I’m really upset,” says Pena, who 
goes to the John D. O’Bryant School of 
Math & Science. “Now, there’s no more 
Harry Potter and there’s no more excite-
ment and Harry Potter was one of those 
movies everyone was talking about.” 	

	 Meanwhile, seventeen-year-old 
Angellica Alessi, from Madison Park High 
School, is nonchalant about the whole 
thing. There are some teens that neither 
J.K. Rowling nor Warner Bros. could touch. 

	 “It’s just the end of a movie for me 
and I don’t care, I guess,” Alessi says. 

	 Jamie Leveque, 17, from the O’Bryant, 
managed to give a brighter side to the fina-
le. While the media is promoting the official 
end of an era and declaring that all the 
older Potterheads must be forced to grow 
up, Leveque says, “The movies are over, 
the saga is over, but I feel like it’s not really 
over because there are fans out there that 
will keep it alive.”

	 Seventeen-year-old Sally Pham, from 
the O’Bryant, though, sums up the gloomy 
feeling of many Potter fans dealing with 
the final curtain: “The end of life. There’s 
no more Harry Potter. What am I supposed 

to do with my life now?” ■

M y mother used to tell me 
how to be thankful for 
all that people give you.  
I didn’t understand this 

until I went on a Summer Search Outward 
Bound adventure in Maine, where I learned 
that life is not milk and honey, and to be 
appreciative of what my mother provided 
for me -- and to be strong.

	 This summer, I found myself on a 
30-foot boat with 12 other kids of my age. I 
thought we were going to spend the day on 
the boat, then find an island, and go and 
spend the night there. But my imagination 
lied to me.

	 We spent the night on the boat, sleep-
ing on wooden oars put together, side-
by-side. It was cold, and in the morning I 
had to dip into the sea water to get clean 
before I could do anything else. This expe-
rience taught me how to appreciate the 
warm bed that my mother gave me for free 
at home. 

	 One day on the boat it was raining. I 
was so scared. One question that I kept 
asking myself was: If the boat flips over, 
can our two instructors save a dozen kids 

in the middle of the sea? 

	 Well, that was not the case, and this 
helped make my adventure the greatest 
ever. To stay for 22 days without seeing my 

family -- but being with people that I love 
like my family -- was a very good thing for 
me. It made me a changed girl.

	 I woke up one day and I was captain 

of the boat. I asked myself: How can they 
let a girl be the captain? One of my instruc-
tors said: Don’t think there is something a 
boy can do that you cannot. 

	 After two weeks on the sea, we 
switched to backpacking. This was fun but 
hard. This showed me that in life, even 
when things are tough, giving up is not 
always the best option. I learned that the 
first day of backpacking. Climbing rocks 
was 10 times harder than reading a book 
or listening to what Mr. Mwalimu is explain-
ing to the rest of the class.

	 I tried my best to stay for 22 days 
without eating any of my African food or 
any meat -- we had rice and beans. It was 
a big challenge for me. l still cannot believe 
I spent 24 hours on an island by myself. 
No Dunkin’ Donuts -- my favorite. Going 
without a cellphone was like putting a knife 
in my back. But I made it.

	  Today, I just want to say that life is 
all about hard work. Nothing good comes 
easy. No matter how hard it will be to start 
a new school year, I will make it because I 
believe I can do anything now. ■

Survivor Maine: a new beginning?
By Audrey Ngankam // Staff Writer

Harry Potter: end of an era?
By Alicia Perez // Staff Writer

▲ TiP art by Makiz Nasirahmad

Today, I just want to say that life is all 
about hard work. Nothing good comes easy. 

– Audrey Ngankam
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Outward Bound, Maine, 2010.


