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ruised face, busted lip, scratches, ,and scars. After famous R&B 
singer Chris Brown allegedly physically abused his girlfriend, pop 
star Rihanna, in February, it became the talk of young people. He 
was 19, she was 20. Everyone still seems to be asking the ques­
tion: "Why did Rihanna take him back?" A survey of 200 Boston 
young people, ages 12 to 19, taken by the Boston Public Health 

Commission right after the incident - but before the horrific details came out 
- found that 46 percent of the youth said Rihanna was responsible for-what
happened.

Whether Rihanna reunited with Brown or not, the fact is domestic violence is 
more complicated than you think. Victims take back their abusers for many reasons, 
experts say, including love, fear, hope, and financial security. However, according 
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to Aimee Thompson, executive director of Close to Home 
(http://www.c2home.org/), a Dorchester-based domestic vio­
lence prevention group,"Everyone always asks the common 
question 'Why does she take him back?' but what we should 

� be asking is 'Why doesn't...the abuser stop?' "
! A 2007 Close to Home survey of 217 BPS high schoolers
� revealed that one in four of those youths said they'd been in
� li" an abusive dating relationship. Teens in Print interviewed 
l three local women who said they'd been victims of domestic 
iE abuse as teens. All preferred to remain anonymous to pro-
◄ tect their identities.
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